ARMISTICE

the story was too good not to chaff him about it when
writing to him, I pointed out that no mention of this hap-
pening had been noted by him in his diary! In his reply
he told me that there had been no young females and that
the house was then occupied only by the lady who had
supplied the omelette and who was quite middle-aged. She
had taken Douglas and his A.D.C over the premises and
some photographs in the rooms showed that the house
must have had a past history, but he added that I had evi-
dently not heard the best part of the story, which was that
two of his army commanders and their A.D.Cs noticing
his car outside had joined him, being quite ignorant of the
disrepute of the house.

In Amiens we were deeply impressed by the sight of the
Cathedral. It had been pretty badly destroyed, but even in
its ruined state it gave us the impression that it must have
been very beautiful at one time. After lunch in the town we
drove to Bois-rAbbe, We were told how the Australians
attacked this place day and night and took it in brilliant style
in March 1918. As long as we held that position the Germans
were prevented from seeing Amiens. We then walked up a
hill and saw in the two woods captured by the French and
British on the 8th of August 1918 many machine-gun
emplacements. We also saw quite clearly where the tanks had
come through, destroying the machine-guns, and trampling
down the wire. Captain Morton pointed out to us the
positions occupied by the Germans, British and French at
this point just before the attack. After that we went to
ViUers-Bretonneux, which was the starting-off place of the
final offensive. The town was taken by the Australians at the
same time as they captured Bois4'Abb6 in March* We drove
to Varennes and looked at General Philip HowelFs grave in
the cemetery there. I placed a cross on the grave and took a
photograph of it to give to Mrs. HowelL We then drove to
Beauquesne, where Douglas had his headquarters during